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Principal’s Welcome
Dear Parent/Carer 

Thank you for your interest in Priory Integrated 
College. 

We are proud to be the integrated post primary 
option for North Down and Greater Belfast, 
educating young people between the ages of 
11-18 from Catholic and Protestant traditions, 
other faiths and those of no religious faith.  
‘Together’ is the word on our college crest.  It 
expresses our commitment to providing all young 
people the opportunity to learn together and 
about each other, in a caring, nurturing 
environment that upholds respect and excellence 
for all. 

Our integrated ethos also informs how our 
teachers teach and how our students learn.  
Priory is an inclusive school community, which 
welcomes young people of all abilities and 
aptitudes.   We use a wide range of teaching 
methods, including cutting edge technology, to 
make learning engaging, relevant and challenging 
for all of our students.  In 2016, our commitment 
to providing outstanding learning and teaching 
was acknowledged when Priory became the first 
post primary school in Northern Ireland to be 
awarded ‘Apple Distinguished School’ status for 
our innovative use of digital technology in the 
classroom.  

Our 'Pathways' curriculum reflects our 
commitment to being a truly all ability college.  It 
gives every student access to a curriculum that 
meets their needs and aspirations, from the most 
academically confident students, to those who 
require additional support in their learning.  We 
have developed a ‘Pacesetter’ Programme which 
provides stretch and challenge for academically 
high achieving pupils; we also have extensive, 

high quality provision for children with additional 
learning needs.   

We offer our students a wide range of activities 
beyond the classroom.  Trips, clubs and societies 
in creative and expressive arts, science, sport, 
charity, community and environmental work, are 
just some of the opportunities available, which 
help our students develop their wider skills and 
interests beyond the classroom.  

I hope that this prospectus gives you a flavour of 
what our college can offer your child. If you 
would like to know more, please do not hesitate 
to contact us.  We would be delighted to meet 
you and show you around.  

Jacqueline Magennis (Principal)  

20thAnniversary
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Year 8 Transition 

New Beginnings
It is our aim to ensure that all our new Year 8 
students join us in September already feeling 
confident and secure about the move to their 
new school through providing plenty of 
opportunities for them to get to know us and 
each other.  These include:

• An information evening for students, 
parents/carers in June
• A half day in June for the new students to 
come into college, meet teachers and get a taste 
of some of the new subjects they will be studying 
in Year 8
• Two half days at the end of August for Year 8 
students to come in before the older students 
start the new academic year. This is when the 
students will spend time with their new Tutor and 
Head of Year 8, getting to know their timetable, 
being introduced to their subject teachers and 
becoming familiar with the layout of the 
building. 

Once the new term gets underway, we run a 
number of special events for all Year 8 students 
to support their learning and foster personal 
relationships, including an exciting residential at 
a local outdoor pursuit centre.

UNCRC Article 15, Article 31 



“My favourite subject is 
Drama, I enjoy acting 
out different roles, 
feelings and emotions.” 
Year 8 Student 

“My favourite subject is 
Home Economics because I 
love learning how to cook 
and then eating or 
drinking what I have 
made.” Year 8 Student 

“My favourite subject is PE 
because it is fun and it 
makes you strong, fit and 
healthy.”
Year 8 Student

“My favourite subject is 
Technology because I get 
to make things.”
Year 8 Student
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Year 8 Timetable 
Timetable – Week 1 

Monday

Breaktime

Lunchtime

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Science
Home

Economics
Physical

Education Maths Science

English
Design &

Technology 
Physical

Education English History

Maths Geography Maths French Maths

Art English Science Music
Pastoral Period

2:00-2:30

History

Period

1

2

4

5

3

Time

8:50-9:10 Registration

9:10-10:10

10:10-11:10

1:00-2:00

11:10-11:25

12:25-12:55

2:00-3:00

11:25-12:25 Drama
Learning for
Life & Work

Religious
Education English



“My favourite subject is 
Maths because it is really 
fun.  It helps you with 
your times tables.”
Year 8 Student 

“My two favourite subjects 
are Art and Science 
because they are very 
practical.”
Year 8 Student 

“My favourite subject is 
Science because I like to 
do experiments.”
Year 8 Student

“My favourite subject is 
Music because we can use 
our iPads to create 
compositions and 
performances.”
Year 8 Student 
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Year 8 Timetable 
Timetable – Week 2

Monday

Breaktime

Lunchtime

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

English
Home

Economics
Physical

Education Maths Science

Physical
Education

Design &
Technology 

Physical
Education Geography Careers

Maths Geography Maths French Maths

Art English Science Music
Pastoral Period

2:00-2:30

History

Period

1

2

4

5

3

Time

8:50-9:10 Registration

9:10-10:10

10:10-11:10

1:00-2:00

11:10-11:25

12:25-12:55

2:00-3:00

11:25-12:25 ICT
Learning for
Life & Work

Religious
Education English

UNCRC Article 28, Article 29 



College Curriculum 
Key Stage 3 
Students in Years 8, 9 and 10 experience a 
broad common curriculum in a supportive 
learning environment which allows them 
to develop as independent learners and to 
work with others. 

The range of subjects offered in Year 10 is 
differentiated to include Business and 
Communications Systems, Business Studies, 
Hospitality and Leisure and Tourism. 

The following subjects are studied: 

Art and Design
Citizenship
Design & Technology  
Drama 
Education for Employability 
English 
French
Geography
History
Home Economics
ICT 
Mathematics 
Music
Personal Development
Physical Education
Religious Education 
Science
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Key Stage 4 
At Priory, students are encouraged to identify 
their individual learning style and so create the 
best possible opportunity for successful learning.  
Appropriate levels of support are provided 
through:
• Key Stage 4 mentoring programmes 
• Learning guidance and target setting
• Positive staff/student relationships
• Pre-exam subject blast sessions 
• Revision classes
• Targeted academic intervention in class 
• Teaching on revision strategies 

Curriculum 
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum is designed to meet 
the needs and aspirations of all learners, 
providing academic and applied learning 
pathways. 

Students study a core curriculum plus four option 
subjects, which they choose from a wide range.  

A full list of courses offered is shown 
on the next page. 

UNCRC Article 28, Article 29 

College Curriculum
Nurturing Potential, Transforming Futures 



Key Stage 4 

Students study a core curriculum 
plus four option subjects.  
Core Curriculum Subjects
• English 
• Learning for Life and Work
 (careers, employability and 
 personal development)
• Mathematics
• Physical Education 
• Religious Education 
• Science 

Option Subjects include: 
• Art and Design
• Business and Communications Systems 
• Business Studies 
• Carpentry and Joinery 
• Craft
• Design and Technology 
• Double Award Science 
• Drama 
• French
• Geography
• Health and Social Care 
• History
• Hospitality 
• Information and Communications Technology 
• Information and Creative Technology 
• IT User Skills 
• Music 
• Occupational Studies **
• Performance Skills 
• Personal Development and Employability Skills (Prince’s Trust) 
• Physical Education
• Public Services 
• Religious Studies 
• Travel and Tourism  

Subjects offered 
**   at South Eastern Regional College 
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Post 16 – Sixth Form
The college offers a range of academic, applied 
and vocational subjects at A Level or equivalent, 
to provide a challenging curriculum that meets 
the needs and aspirations of all students entering 
Sixth Form.

We offer A Level or equivalent courses in:

• Applied Science
• Business 
• Creative Digital Media Production 
• Digital Technology 
• Health and Social Care 
• Performing Arts 
• Public Services
• Professional Business Services  
• Sport
• Travel and Tourism 

Additional subjects are offered in collaboration 
with other providers throughout the North 
Down Area Learning Community, including: 

Other courses may become available with a 
final list being published on our college 
website in Spring.

• Art and Design 
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Design and Technology 
• Economics
• English Literature
• Engineering 
• French
• Geography
• German
• Government and Politics 

• History
• Hospitality 
• Moving Image Arts
• Music 
• Nutrition and Food 
 Science 
• Physics
• Production Arts 
• Psychology 
• Religious Studies  
• Sociology 
• Spanish

College Curriculum
Nurturing Potential, Transforming Futures 
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“I like the space we have 
to study in the periods 
that we are not in direct 
contact with a teacher.  It 
means I have additional 
time to work on my 
coursework in school.”
Lower sixth student
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Enrichment Opportunities
in Sixth Form
The academic curriculum for Sixth Form is 
supported by a number of other opportunities for 
students to develop key skills and support 
younger students.  These opportunities include:

• Induction day for new Year 13 students
• Careers guidance programme to include   
 guidance on UCAS applications
• University visits
• Partnership Programmes with local industry   
 to develop knowledge of the world of   
 commerce
• Access to ICT and Library facilities during   
 non-contact periods
• Access to the college fitness suite
• Team building programmes
• Personal and social development programme
• Guest speakers
• Study skills training
• Year 8 class mentor responsibilities 
• Bus buddy responsibilities 
• Classroom support for Year 8
• Classroom support for students with ASD
• Work Experience placement in Year 13
• All students are provided with an iPad Air to   
 enhance study in class and at home
• Saphara trip to India



“I believe the 
variety of teaching 
methods used 
allow me to learn 
more effectively.”
Year 11 Student

“I enjoy using my 
iPad to complete 
class activities.”
Year 8 Student

“I enjoy participating 
in lessons where there 
is a range of active 
learning strategies.”
Year 12 Student 

“I am a visual learner 
and the teachers use 
a range of methods 
that support this.”
Year 10 Student  

12

Learning and Teaching

Learning and Teaching 
are the core purpose of 
what we do.  High 
quality learning and 
teaching are what we 
want for every student.
Our approach to learning and teaching
is outlined below:

• Learning is planned to provide every student 
 with the appropriate level of support, stretch   
 and challenge  
• Students are actively engaged in the learning   
 process
• Learning is connected to what students   
 already know and have experienced
• Learning develops key skills, attitudes and   
 dispositions, as well as the acquisition of   
 knowledge 
• Assessment is used not only to measure   
 progress, but also to help students take the   
 next step in their learning
• Student behaviour is managed in a positive way  
• Students are developed as lifelong learners
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We aim to provide a 
secure, caring learning 
environment which is 
inclusive of students of 
all abilities. 
Our pastoral care provision nurtures every young 
person to achieve their full potential.   We reward 
student achievements in all areas of college life, 
and promote positive behaviours and attitudes to 
learning.  Every year group has access to Learning 
and Careers Guidance, as well as pastoral 
mentoring and academic support if appropriate.  
Students who have special educational needs are 
supported by a team of core staff and the input 
of other services as required.  

“Our teachers help 
us out when we 
are worried.”
Year 9 Student 

“I know I can always go 
to any member of staff 
when I need support in 
my studies.”
Year 12 Student 

“Teachers in Priory 
always have time to 
listen.”
Year 10 Student

“I get good help in Priory if I am sad 
or confused I would go to my form 
tutor because I feel I could tell them 
anything that is on my mind.”
Year 9 Student 

“The staff in Priory are 
really friendly and have 
made me feel very 
welcome as a new Year 8 
student.”
Year 8 Student 

14

Pastoral Care 

UNCRC Article 19, Article 34 
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Careers Education
Information,
Advice & Guidance
Preparing young people for the world of work 
starts in Year 8, with an Employability programme 
of study for all junior college students, which 
helps them to get to know their strengths and 
attributes.

The programme also makes them more aware of 
the many career opportunities available to them 
globally and here in Northern Ireland.

Personal Career Planning is on-going throughout 
all year groups and particularly at key transition 
points such as the end of Year 10 when students 
are selecting their GCSE curriculum option 
subjects.

In senior college, students are provided with 
additional support, including work experience and 
individual interviews with the Careers Service, 
when considering their options post 16. 

Students in Sixth Form continue to be supported 
through a programme that includes guest 
speakers, work placement and the preparation of 
university applications.
 

School Leavers’ Information (August 2017) YEAR 12 YEAR 14

Total number of students 93 43

Transferred to another school 10 0

Entered job skills 9 1

Entered further education 44 9

Entered higher education  0 20

Took up full-time employment 2 11

Did not do any of these things 5 2

Students returning to Sixth Form 23 0

UNCRC Article 28, Article 29 



In Priory, we believe that students must have the 
opportunity to contribute to the plans and 
decisions that will impact on their education.  

The college's Student Council is made up of 
students from every year group supported by 
members of the teaching staff.  As a Rights 
Respecting School the Student Council ensures 
that UNCRC Article 12 ‘the right to say what they 
think in all matters affecting them and have their 
views taken seriously’ is met in our college.
UNCRC Article 12

The council has made valuable contributions to 
the development of college policies and practices, 
whilst also providing a vehicle for bringing about 
improvements in provision, including a review of 
the college uniform and the development of 
recreational space within the college buildings.  

Students are also actively involved in the 
recruitment of teaching staff and the evaluation 
of the quality of learning and teaching provided 
across the curriculum. 

Our college prefects act as ambassadors for the 
college at special events and play an integral part 
in the way we support younger students, through 
the use of a Buddy System.  

Sixth Form students can also elect to become 
trained as peer mentors and student leaders.  
Along with students in our Charity Committee, 
these highly committed young leaders make 
significant contributions to all aspects of 
college life. 

“We like the Student Council 
because we get to voice our 
opinions.  It is a fun and 
interactive way of communicating 
and making friends, it also gives 
us opportunities to make things 
happen.” Year 12 Students 

“I enjoy being part of the 
Student Council because I can 
help to contribute to making 
decisions that support students, 
staff and the community.”
Year 9 Student

“I have made new friends through 
the Student Council because I can 
meet students from other year 
groups.”
Year 10 Student 

16

Student Voice
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• Amazing Brains Study Skills • Art Competitions • Athletics 

• Breakfast Club • Careers Interviews • Carol 

Service • Celebration of Achievement • Chamber Choir 

• Charity Committee • Choral Festival • Christmas Fair 

• Christmas Panto • Cinema Club • College City Bus Tour 

• Drama Club • Eco Warriors 

• Entrepreneurship Programme  • Fit for Life 

• Fitness Training • Football • Gardening Club 

• Homework Club • Integrated Education Week  

What else happens at
Priory Integrated College? 
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• Library Club • Links with Local Schools and SERC • Local Industry • Music 

Tuition  • Netball • Outdoor Pursuits  • P4P • Priory Challenge 
Cup • Priory Choir • Priory Singers • RE Club • Revision Blast Sessions 

• Rights Respecting Schools • Rock Band • School Formal • String Group 

• Student Council • Trips – including: Skiing, France, 
London, Dublin, Manchester, India • Tutorial Programme 

• University Open Days • Visit to Tayto Factory • Visits from local entertainment 

• Woodwind Group • Year 10 Options Fair • Year 12 and 13 Work Experience 

• Year 12 Options Fair for Sixth Form • Year 8 Induction 
Programme including a residential • Ulster Youth Choir   

20thAnniversary

UNCRC Article 31 
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Occupational Studies = 3 points
Prince’s Trust = 3 points

39 GCSE points needed to apply for our 3 or 4 A level packages
28 GCSE points needed to apply for our 2 A level package
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The college welcomes admissions to Sixth Form from 
our own Year 12 students and those who have 

completed Key Stage 4 in other schools. 
Admissions criteria are: 

• Academic performance at Key Stage 4 (see table below) 
• Attendance record at Key Stage 4 
• Behaviour and contribution to college life 

GCSE ENGLISH OR MATHS

Grade A* 11

A 10

B 9

C 8

OTHER GCSEs

Grade A* 10

A 9

B 8

C 7

GCSE SHORT COURSES

Grade A* 5

A 4

B 3

C 2

BTEC & OCR Level 2

Distinction* 10

Distinction 9

Merit 8

Pass 7

Sixth Form Admissions



“Sixth Form is very challenging.  
Although it can be pressurised 
and stressful at times with the 
coursework, with the help and 
support of my subject teachers, 
form tutor and friends, Sixth 
Form has been a self-changing 
experience.” Upper Sixth Student

“I believe that Sixth Form allows 
you the support you need to 
achieve the best you can.  It has 
been a great experience for me.  
My grades have been excellent at 
AS level.”
Upper Sixth Student

“Sixth Form is a very good 
experience.  You get to build 
excellent student/teacher relation-
ships.  It helps build your 
confidence and gives you a range 
of skills for the working world or 
further study.  I have enjoyed my 
time here.” Upper Sixth Student

“I am happy that Priory was 
able to accommodate my desire 
to study Engineering.  I always 
wanted to do this subject.  I 
now study it at SERC in 
combination with my other 
subjects at Priory.”
Lower Sixth Student.

“We are treated 
like adults and 
supported to do 
more independent 
study.”  
Lower Sixth student

“I now specialise in subjects 
that I want to study.  I like 
the way we have study 
periods to make effective use 
of our time in school when 
we are not in class.”
Lower Sixth Student

“I enjoy Sixth Form due to the 
polite yet encouraging members 
of staff and the motivation 
they give you for their subject.  
They are very enthusiastic 
which makes lessons enjoyable.  
They push you to do your best.  
I got good grades last year at 
AS level and I can thank the 
staff for that.” 
Upper Sixth Student

20

What the Sixth Form say
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The aim of the admissions policy is to achieve as even 
a balance as possible in the intake with regard to 
religious denomination.
The Board of Governors will seek to reflect, in the 
total number admitted in the next academic year, a 
balance amongst all traditions.  In order to achieve 
this aim Priory Integrated College will reserve a 
maximum of 20% of places for pupils from traditions 
other than Protestant and Catholic traditions or no 
stated religion; 40% to those of the Protestant 
tradition and 40% to those of the Catholic tradition.
The criteria detailed below will first be applied to 
members of ‘other traditions’ in the order set down 
and a maximum of 20% of available places will be 
awarded to this group.  The remaining places will be 
divided equally between Protestant and Catholic 
applicants.
In the event of less than 20% of places being awarded 
to applicants from ‘other traditions’, the balance will 
be divided equally between Protestant and Catholic 
applicants.
In the event of an odd number of places remaining in 
the division, an additional place will be allocated to 
the minority tradition.
The criteria will be applied separately to Catholic and 
Protestant applicants.  In the event of there being 
fewer applicants from either tradition than there are 
places available for that tradition, then the balance of 
places will be allocated to the other tradition.

The religious affiliation of the pupil will be decided 
by either:
(a) Information supplied by the applicant’s 
parent/carer in writing to Priory Integrated College; or
(b) The religious affiliation noted on or attached to 
the Transfer Form; or
(c) The category of primary school which the pupil 
attended ie. controlled or maintained.

Admissions Criteria 
In the event of there being more applications than 
there are places available the following criteria 
will be applied in the order set down:
1. Siblings.  Applicants who have or have had a 
brother(s) or sister(s) or half-brother or half-sister 
enrolled in the college.

2. Applicants who are the eldest child or only child.
3. Applicants who are transferring from an 
integrated primary school.
4. Applicants who are transferring from primary 
schools in the immediate catchment area: Holywood 
Primary School, St Patrick’s Primary School, Rockport, 
Rudolf Steiner, and Sullivan Preparatory School. 
5. Applicants from a mixed relationship which we 
define as one parent/partner/carer being Protestant 
and the other partner being Catholic or one partner 
being of any other religion outside the main traditions 
in Northern Ireland.
6. Applicants from primary schools with a tradition 
of transferring pupils to Priory Integrated College: 
Abbey Primary School; Avoniel Primary School; 
Ballyholme Primary School; Ballymagee Primary 
School; Ballyvester Primary School; Beechfield 
Primary School; Bloomfield Road Primary School; 
Braniel Primary School; Brooklands Primary School; 
Castle Gardens Primary School; Clandeboye Primary 
School; Crawfordsburn Primary School; Dundonald 
Primary School; Elmgrove Primary School; Grange 
Park Primary School; Kilcooley Primary School; 
Kilmaine Primary School; Knocknagoney Primary 
School; Londonderry Primary School; Newtownards 
Model Primary School; Regent Prep; Rathmore 
Primary School; St Comgall’s Primary School; St 
Finian’s Primary School; St Joseph’s Primary School 
Belfast 5; St Malachy’s Primary School Bangor; St 
Michael’s Primary School, Belfast 6; Strandtown 
Primary School; Towerview Primary School; Victoria 
Primary School; Victoria Park Primary School; West 
Winds Primary School. 
7. Applicants residing closest to the college, as 
measured by RAC Route Finder. 
Further information on our Admissions Criteria can be 
found in the Transfer Procedures Booklet issued 
annually by the Education Authority. 

The School Year 
The school year begins in September and ends in late 
June. A calendar of the main school dates for each 
term can be found in the student planner given at the 
start of the year.  Parents are reminded of important 
dates throughout the year. 

Admissions to Priory Integrated College 

Applications
2015 2016 2017

136 147142

Admissions
2015 2016 2017

100 105105






